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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.35 pm]:  I was referring to the Bridgetown bypass and how 
expenditure on the South Western Highway has been cut by $60 million.  The Government is espousing the fact 
that Bridgetown will have a bypass.  I visited the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shire Council last week because 
Main Roads representatives and planners were in town.  They presented six options for the bypass, one of which 
takes out 80 businesses as well as an entire industrial park.  If the Government funded that option, it would cost a 
great deal.  I do not see where the Government would get the money from anyway.  It is good to plan, but I 
believe all the money is going into the southern rail link.  I do not believe that Bridgetown will get a bypass in 
the next 10 years.  If the Government goes down the path of planning, the issue will be very contentious, as it has 
been over the past 25 years. 

One of the planned routes was set to go ahead.  Land resumptions were undertaken.  All of a sudden a new 
council came into power, the money disappeared, the land was sold off and the route was back on the drawing 
board, albeit somewhat changed.  I certainly hope that if Bridgetown gets a bypass, the route will be what I call 
the Hester Street alignment.  One of the options was to put traffic lights and boom gates in the middle of town.  I 
do not believe that would have been a successful option. 

I am no expert on the southern rail link, but I believe the Government is hiding the real cost and using rubbery 
figures.  The Opposition’s transport spokeswoman, Katie Hodson-Thomas, has released a 28-page report on the 
project which states that the southern rail link will cost $500 million more than the coalition’s preferred plan, 
which was the Kenwick link.  The Opposition has said that the Government will have to borrow $1.1 billion to 
build the line and that the total cost will be $1.66 billion.  I gather from Hon Simon O’Brien’s questions that 
another railway station will be built at South Perth. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  It will never happen. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Will it not? 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  It is promised but it will never be built. 

Hon Barry House:  It will be a green railway station in the shape of a shamrock. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  A green railway station for $10 million.  The Kenwick route would require 
borrowings of only $449 million, which represents a huge difference in cost.  Obviously, the Government is up 
to its old tricks. 

Hon Murray Criddle spoke about buses the other day, and Hon Kim Chance did not pick him up on it, so I hope 
that I may talk about buses.  I understand that this Government recognises that school bus services play a vital 
role in the education of children, particularly in rural Western Australia.  That recognition pleases me greatly.  
However, bus owners believe that they are getting a raw deal from the Government.  Friends of mine, Carol and 
Greg Giblett, own a bus service in Bridgetown.  In Kendenup we have other friends, Mr and Mrs Smithson, who 
own several bus services.  Greg is particularly unhappy.  At some time in the past two years he purchased a 
brand-new bus.  With the Government seeking to take away the option of contracts in perpetuity, he feels that his 
business will not be worth a cracker in the future.  Contract tenures of 25 years will come into play.  The changes 
in the contract status are causing much angst.  Many bus owners are in a similar situation.  Even if they have not 
purchased new buses, they have a great deal of money tied up in their businesses.  Some of them are so desperate 
that they have joined the Transport Workers Union at $300 a pop.  What can the union do for them?  This 
morning a friend of mine phoned and said that yesterday he had received a package from the TWU, which 
included a photograph of Dr Gallop and information espousing the good efforts of this Government.  I explained 
to my friend that the union and the Government were one and the same and that he was crazy if he thought the 
TWU would do anything for the bus drivers.  If they cannot get a hearing from the ministers, I hope that at least 
the TWU will have the ear of one of the ministers.  That is about all it can do.  It is not worth the $300 that many 
of the bus drivers have paid.  The Government should have been listening more closely.  

In Monday’s The West Australian an article headed “School bus services face axe” stated -  

The State Government is planning to slash country school bus services, operators claim.   

The move has so enraged the normally conservative contractors that many have joined the Transport 
Workers Union to fight the plan.  

The operators and the TWU believe more than 50 school and special education bus contracts in outer 
metropolitan and regional areas will be lost.   
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The operators claim the Government spent $430,000 on consultants’ fees for information that was 
freely available . . .  

The drivers and the TWU believe any move to tighten contracts and exclude the free passengers could 
reduce bus standards and the safety of school children.  

Special education buses are available for children with disabilities who need to be collected from home and 
taken to special schools.  It states further - 

Contractors representative Max O’Dea, from the WA Transport Forum, said the Government had spent 
$325,686 for a report to measure the length of school bus routes, $80,000 to check buses’ fuel 
consumption and $20,000 to assess mobile phone reception on routes.  

School principals previously determined the length of the routes at minimal cost and mobile phone 
reception data was freely available.   

Almost 500 contract bus drivers take 26 000 country and special education children to and from school each day.  
Bus drivers in the country are like welfare officers.  Their pastoral care of the children is second to none.  If a 
parent is not at a gate to collect a child, the bus driver goes to the house to see why the parent is not there or 
takes the child into his own home until he can ascertain why the parent was not waiting.  There are many other 
examples of bus owners and drivers who put first and foremost the welfare of children in their care.   

This Government is not taking seriously its responsibility towards children’s welfare.  I say this with great 
concern given the programs it has cut.  I refer first to the closure of parenting centres in regional areas in, I think, 
Broome, Bunbury, Geraldton and Albany.  The parenting centres were established in shopping centres where 
parents accessed them freely without fear of the welfare tag or of having their name listed on some sort of data 
sheet that would be kept at the Department for Community Development or another government department.  
They were friendly places where parents could wander in and take their children.  They were a great resource for 
mums and dads, without any pressure being placed on them.  

Another area of vital importance was the linking of foster grandparents with children in the community who 
were isolated and needed some love and support.  The names of 88 children were on the waiting list.  This 
program cost a very modest $50 000.  The enormous benefit gained from this program, which was evaluated by 
Anglicare, was beyond reproach.  It saddened me greatly when this program was cut.  The waiting list contained 
not only the names of 100 foster grandparents but also the names of 88 children.  I wonder about the 88 children 
whose names were on the waiting list and the 100 who have been assigned a foster grandparent.  I hope it will 
continue.  

Hon Barbara Scott has referred many times in this place to the educational programs that no longer exist.  I refer 
also to the television advertisements that depicted family violence with the aim of encouraging men in need to 
phone the help line that was highlighted in the advertisements.  The funding for those advertisements has been 
cut by Sheila McHale.  The advertisements were successful in encouraging men to phone the help line and in 
reducing family violence.  They were implemented during the term of the last Government and won an award; 
yet since coming to power, this Government decided to give the program the chop.  It does not make sense.  
From memory, 6 000 men phoned the help line.  

The Department for Community Development, which was run under the wonderful name of Family and 
Children’s Services, is also strapped for resources.  Welfare officers and social workers, particularly in 
Armadale, Mirrabooka, Midland and Rockingham have always been overworked.  This is nothing new.  
However, it has become worse since this Government took power.  Also in today’s The West Australian an 
article under the heading “Child help crisis” reads -  

Children were at risk because child protection workers were stretched to breaking point . . .  

Community and Public Sector Union/Civil Service Association acting WA branch secretary Jo Gaines 
said the workers suffered stress and burnout because of too much work, inadequate resources and lack 
of support.   

“If we are serious about taking care of Australia’s children then we have to be serious about taking care 
of the people who work in child protection,” she said.   

Saturday’s The West Australian reported that Professor Fiona Stanley told a conference in Melbourne - 

Health and behaviour problems among children have reached frightening levels and a national 
campaign is needed to avert a looming social crisis . . .    

But she warned governments were being seduced into focusing on the ageing population, rather than the 
more costly and damaging issues affecting children.   
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Professor Stanley, the director of the Institute for Child Health Research at the University of WA, told a 
national early childhood conference in Melbourne that rates of childhood crime, neglect, sex abuse, 
mental health disorders, drug abuse, obesity, type 1 diabetes and teen suicide had worsened since 1970.   

The trends had plunged health and education services into crisis and threatened the nation’s future 
prosperity because many child disorders continued into adulthood, she said. 

Professor Stanley said governments were in danger of being seduced by publicity about the cost of an 
ageing population and pressure from scientists and drug companies to pour funds into genetic research.  

But the more financially draining and damaging social problem - the growing welfare dependence of 
children - was largely overlooked, she said.  

“These childhood trends are much more tragic, much more worrying than an ageing population,” 
Professor Stanley said. 

“They will involve a lifetime of cost . . .    

She said some statistics on the deteriorating health and wellbeing of children were alarming.   

One in five children aged between 12 and 16 had significant mental health problems, male teen suicide 
rates had quadrupled since the 1960s and rates of juvenile crime had ballooned.   

“A lot of people are very frightened about what’s happening to young people, they can see it in their 
neighbourhoods,” Professor Stanley said. 

She said that the problems could need a national strategy, bipartisan support and extra funding from corporations 
and the non-government welfare sector.  She mentioned that one in five children aged between 12 and 16 had 
significant mental problems.  I would really like to know how many of these children were put on Ritalin or 
dexamphetamines when they were younger.  I have a theory that if we looked into teenage mental health 
properly, we would find that a large number of children have either been on dexies or are on dexies.  With the 
prescription rate being as high as it is, I am extremely worried about these psychotropic drugs being prescribed 
to children. 

Last night I met up with a lady who is on a board and goes in as a friend to psychiatric patients in hospital.  She 
said that the number of kids who are in Graylands for drug-related problems is really heartbreaking.  My guess is 
- it is not a guess; it is a well known fact - that marijuana is not as harmless as it is made out to be.  I hope this 
Government does not allow three or four marijuana plants to be grown in backyards.  I hope that never happens.  
It will be the end of young people.   

Mental health was a huge issue in the Gordon report.  I would like to know what recommendations have been 
implemented following this report.  I have a great interest in seeing those recommendations get under way, yet I 
am still waiting.  I heard Sue Gordon say on radio that she did not want this report to be another dust collector.  I 
am genuine in my inquiry.  I want to see something done.  I have said before that Susan Taylor’s death must 
mean something.  What has been done to the management plan out at the Swan Valley community?  Does 
Robert Bropho still live at that community?  Did the Government do anything to curb his control on that 
community?  No answer!  

Hon Nick Griffiths interjected.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I asked whether any recommendations had been implemented following the 
Gordon report.  I am not getting an answer. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I do not believe in unruly interjections.  I never interject on Hon Robyn McSweeney; I have 
a lot of respect for her. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hon Bill Stretch raised the subject of cadets in the Bridgetown High School and 
the school council protesting at the move to reduce the funding for the Cadets WA program.  Bridgetown is my 
home town, and volunteer programs are essential in small country towns.  Bridgetown has 68 participants in the 
emergency service cadets.  Cadets provide leadership roles and responsibilities, as well as education and team-
building skills.  The direct link that unit builds with the community from contact with emergency services skills 
is vital in a small country town.  These children are the future of our communities.  When they grow up they 
work in volunteer ambulance services, fire brigades, SES units and other necessary groups.  They are the 
lifeblood of country towns.  This Government is not interested in equity for country students.  As the council has 
pointed out, to lose the benefits of a program that has already been so positive would be another slap in the face 
for country education and country communities.  This says it all. 

Last Monday I attended the funeral of a 23-year-old whom my family and I loved.  He was a country boy and, 
like all country boys, he had a liking for a good time and Aussie beer.  He was killed in a road accident and 
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became one of the 100 country statistics.  He was not a statistic to the 600 people who attended his funeral.  It 
was the biggest funeral I have ever attended.  At least 250 of those at the funeral were young people.  They all 
loved him as well.  We in the country are losing too many of our young people in car accidents because of the 
distances they have to travel.  Whether it is from fatigue or alcohol, when they sleep the night at someone’s 
place, they get up the next morning and drive.  The distances in the city are not long, but they certainly are in the 
country.  Unfortunately, we cannot put old heads on young shoulders.  I spoke at this funeral and it was probably 
one of the hardest speeches I have ever had to make.  Somehow when one does these things, one puts oneself on 
remote control.  I kept thinking that somehow we must stop these senseless and needless accidents caused by 
either fatigue or alcohol.  How do we do this?  Yesterday I was pleased to see in The West Australian, details of 
a rural drink-drive campaign.  The article states - 

Country road users, nearly twice as likely to die in road accidents as their city counterparts, are the 
target of two new television advertisements to be screened in regional WA. 

The advertisements focus on drink-driving and its consequences.   

Office of Road Safety executive director Iain Cameron said research showed country men aged under 
40 tended to believe they were safe to drive even when over the 0.05 limit.   

Because rural men grew up in the outdoors and were used to physical challenge, they felt they knew the 
roads and had superior reactions.  Statistics do not back this up.   

“Young country males will tell you it is city people in accidents (in the country) - it’s not,”  . . .  

One hundred of the 162 deaths on WA roads this year were in the country.  

My guess is they were young drivers.  While we have cadets and services, we can put all sorts of educational 
campaigns towards the teaching of country kids.  Kids in country towns love their pubs, which are the focal point 
of their social life, apart from the sporting clubs they attend.  I am not saying that is right.  I know what alcohol 
does, but that is just the way it is.  Country kids use the pubs as a focal point.  Hopefully, with these television 
ads and the funding levels for cadets in country towns being kept to an acceptable level, we can keep our young 
people.  It is just too hard when we lose one of them. 

Changing the subject altogether, I wish to talk about marron.  I notice that this Government is opening the 
marron season for just 16 days.  The season starts on Friday, 24 January and ends on Sunday, 9 February.  Other 
restrictions have been imposed on individual fisheries, with a ban on fishing Margaret River above the junction 
of Ten Mile Brook; a snare-only rule at Glen Mervyn, Drakes Brook and Big Brook dams and a possession limit 
of five marron; and Harvey Weir has an increased minimum size of 90 millimetres.  This is rather cynical on the 
part of the Government because it is collecting the revenue from licences for only 16 days in a season.  The 
season should be closed altogether this year.  The low stocks and overfishing of marron have depleted the 
existing river stocks.  Redfin and trout have been released into the rivers for years and it is a well known fact that 
they eat marron.  My family has a commercial marron farm.  We all believe that the stocks in the river should be 
allowed to replenish and that closing the season for a year or two would be appropriate.  I despise the people 
who take the undersize marron out of season.  Recently, two young men in Collie found themselves being fined 
for having over 1 000 undersize marron.  In my view the fine was not large enough.  These offenders spoil it for 
those people who enjoy taking their family down south for a weekend of enjoyment along the riverbanks.  The 
Government was going to bring in larger fines for people who raided commercial marron farms.  I was 
wondering where the Government was up to with that legislation, but Hon Kim Chance is not here to tell me. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  He is away elsewhere on very urgent parliamentary business, but he will be back soon. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Going down south for a weekend has become a very trendy thing for city people.  
Last weekend in Bridgetown the Blues at Bridgetown festival was held.  The blues festival was started a few 
years back by Sheila Howatt and Pip Mills, two committed Bridgetown people who are very talented with 
marketing and music.  Many of the Bridgetown people became enthusiastic volunteers and the first festival saw 
an influx of about 10 000 people into the town, which was great for tourism. 
The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I remind the member that there is a specific amendment to the motion and that this is 
not a general debate. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hon Nick Griffiths gave me $15 000 for this blues festival. 
The PRESIDENT:  Now that the member has related the matter to government administration - 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I was just about to get to that and I was shot down in flames.  I am really upset.  
Hon Nick Griffiths knew that I was about to say that. 
Hon Alan Cadby:  It should have been $20 000. 
Hon Nick Griffiths interjected. 
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Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Now you have interrupted my train of thought, Mr President.  
The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  It being six o’clock, I must interrupt the honourable member’s train of 
thought yet again.   

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I refer to the amendment which states -  

but regret to inform Your Excellency that the Government is failing in its administration of the State of 
Western Australia.   

I thought I would point out ever so nicely to Hon Kim Chance that in The Macquarie Dictionary 
“administration” is defined as the function of a political state in exercising its governmental duties.  I think that 
gives me a wide scope to talk about anything that the Government does. 

Before I was interrupted, I was congratulating Hon Nick Griffiths for giving Hon Paul Omodei and me a $15 000 
cheque to present to the Blues at Bridgetown festival.  The blues festival works on much volunteer help.  A 
friend and I worked together for eight hours on Friday until one o’clock in the morning.  Another friend of mine, 
Jennifer Wright, worked all weekend around the clock looking after the thousands of dollars that came into the 
town.  Jennifer Wright is an accountant in town and has for many years run the money side of the blues festival.  
Such is her dedication that when Laurie Wright’s mother passed away on the Sunday of the blues festival, Jenny 
still worked, as did her family, Melissa and Nadine.  Many country people dedicate themselves to hard work to 
make money for the community in which they live.  The blues festival gives an opportunity for the Lions Club, 
the Netball Association and other community groups to make money.  Some of the money raised will go to the 
new recreation centre that is being built in Bridgetown.  The Government has contributed significantly to this 
recreation centre, and I believe the community’s contribution is to be $75 000.  Once again, many people over 
many years have lobbied and worked hard for Bridgetown to have a recreation centre.  City people have 
recreational centres everywhere, but small country towns have to fight for years to get government money and to 
raise money themselves.  When built, this recreation centre will be a huge asset for the town.  No-one has 
worked harder for this centre over the years than Lyn and Peter Whitney, who are avid sportspeople.   

Going through some media statements, I noticed that Hon Clive Brown said that there was only good news about 
business opportunities for small businesses that attracted more women.  I would like to tell Hon Clive Brown 
that since the Government introduced its industrial relations legislation a lot of women have lost their jobs 
because their employers cannot afford to pay them $35 an hour.  In Albany, three businesses have closed their 
doors, one business has been taken over by a contractor and other women are losing their jobs on public holidays 
because businesses cannot afford to open.   

This is having a significant effect and will continue to do so in hotels, industry and tourism especially.  It is not a 
good thing for women.   

I had a phone call from an old friend of mine, Freda Mabey.  Freda has emphysema and often visits the 
Fremantle Hospital.  She said that she has a battle to go through the doors to get into the hospital because of the 
smoking that people do outside the doors and in the hospital precinct.  She wondered why the Government has 
not put a ban on smoking in hospital grounds.  I said I would raise this matter.  It seems silly that people can 
smoke outside a hospital door when other people are trying to get into the hospital.  There is absolutely no ban 
on smoking in hospital grounds.  It is a good issue that perhaps the Government will consider taking up.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Alan Cadby. 
 


